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BEING A DEFENCE OF JUDAISM AGAINST ALL ADVERSA- 
RIES, AND PARTICULARLY AGAINST THE 
INSIDIOUS ATTACKS OF 


ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 
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“ Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the kingdom of sin, and I will de- 
stroy it from off the face of the earth.” —.4mos ix. 8. 
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Tre above is from Amos. ‘The prophet speaks of the 
same kingdom as Daniel repeatedly treats of—the fifth 
empire—the clay and iron kingdom—the kingdom of the 
horns of the beast, or the kingdom sprung out of the Roman em- 
pire ;—in one word, of the reign ecclesiastical called ...... endom. 
This reign or order of things, is, by the Spirit, called the reign or 
kingdom of Sin, or, as the bible has translated it, “The sinful 
kingdom,” this is to be destroyed; and the prophet immediately 
assigns the only reason—“ Only because I will not permit the utter 
destruction of the house of Jacob, saith the Lord.” ‘This kingdom, 
were it permitted to exist, would, by what they call evangelizing 
and converting the Jews, cause an amalgamation, and utter de- 
struction of the house of Jacob ; therefore retributive justice demands 
that itself should be destroyed. Immediately after the destruction 
of this wicked kingdom, the restoration of Israel and Judea is to 
take place, as the prophet continues, verse 9th. | 

“For lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel 
among all nations, as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least 
grain fall upon the earth.” 

When all the Jews who have apostatized from the Jewish faith, 
will be slain by the sword, as it is written, verse 10. 

* All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which say, 
The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us.” 

Then will the Messiah come, as it is written, verses 11, 12. 
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“In that day will 1 raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
and close up the breaches thereof ; and I will raise up his ruins, and 
J will build it as in days of old: that they may possess the rem- 
nant of Edom, andof all the heathen because they are called by my 
name, saith the Lord that doeth this.” 

Theu will be the time of general blessedness throughout the 
world, as is written, verses 13, 14, 15. 

‘“‘ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the ploughman 
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth 
seed: and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills 
shall melt. And I will bring again the captivity of my people 
of Israel, and they skall build the waste cities, and inhabit them ; 
and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they. 
shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will 
plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up— 
out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy 
God.” 

Thus much we thought necessary to explain, to justify our 
application of the motto chosen for this Number; for we 
would not have it for a moment thought that we accommodate 
a motto, or in other words, at any time apply scripture otherwise 
than intended by the Holy Spirit. 

We now. proceed to the proper lucubrations of our present 
Number. 

In that tract or part of the New Testament said to have been 
written by a Jew, whom ...... ians call St. Matthew, we find certain 
information, said by the writer, to have been given to Herod by 
‘all the Chief Priests, and Scribes of the people.”—Matt. ii. 1—6. 

“* Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days 
of Herod the king, behold there came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born king of the Jews? for 
we have seen his starin the east, and are come to worship him. 
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them 
where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Beth- 
lehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou 
Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes 
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of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my 
people Israel.” 

Remember, it is Matthew makes tise of the language, All the 
Chief Priests ; itis Matthew, makes use of the language, Scribes 
of the People. The Chief Priest, means the High Priest; he was 
the only Chief Priest: it is true, there were chiefs among the Priests, 
as there were among the Levites, or amongst the Israelites; that is 
heads of families ; these were called Chiefs of the Fathers, Chiefs of 
the Priests, Chiefs of the Levites; but, there was but one Chief 
Priest, Suan jn choen hagadul, or, chaen hagadul myhachuv, one 
priest higher than his brethren ; that is, as to the office, and as re- 
garded the office of priest ; he was the High Priest, the Chief Priest, 
and there never was really more than one at atime; the service 
requiring but one, and in regard to the authority, but one could be 
known or acknowledged at any time. There was certainly, 
among the priests, head-men under whom the rest served in their 
proper courses, every course having its peculiar head ; but tis 
head, as regarded the priesthood, had no more right, privilege, 
or immunity, than the rest of his course, who were under him; 
they were all Priests alike; and those heads of courses were called 
chiefs, and their authority among the priests, was no moré than the 
Chiefs of the fathers among the Israelites. Politically, they were 
the same; generally, they were chiefs by descent; and that being 
the case, we need not particularly look for more knowledge among ' 
the chiefs, than among those priests who were not chiefs, or heads ; 
for it is well known, knowledge is not gained by descent: at all 
events, these were not Cliief Priests ; these were the chiefs of the 
priests, there was but one Chief Priest, and the writer of the book of 
Matthew, if 2 Jew, would, and must have known this. 

Scribes of the people—What kind of scribes were these? I ain 
acquainted with oy»a sophrem, scribes; and we read of their being 
as they are at this day, scribes of the words of the commandments 
of the Lord, and his statutes to Israel, that is writers, transcribers of 
the laws, &c. They are also called scribes of the law, but those — 
spoken of by the writer of the book of St. Matthew, were sctibes 
of the people; who they were, and what they were, Jews camot 
say; for there never was any scribes among us, so calletl, any 
more than an order of priests, called Chief Priests: there might have 
heen such scribes, and such priests, among the Grecians, but never 
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among the Jews; however, it appears that this king Herod gather- 
ed all these Chief Priests and Scribes of the people together. Who 
was this Herod? was this he who murdered all the house of the 
Chasmanai, the descendants of the Machabi? was this the Herod 
who filled Jerusalem with blood and rapine ? Was this that Idumean 
slave? Was this the cruel bloody son of Antipater? The writer of 
St. Matthew says, that he was troubled, “ and all Jerusalem with 
him.” Ifthis was he, he must have been an o!d man by this time; 
he must have been nearly or about 70 years of age, according to 
their own chronology! And was this old man troubled at the birth 
of a child, lest (I suppose) this baby should take his kingdom from 
him? What! aman not less than 60, but probably more than 70 
years of age, troubled at the birth of a baby! This is a strange 
conceit, to’ say no more of it. “And all Jerusalem with him!” so 
that not only was King Herod, this haughty, wicked, cruel bloody, 
tyrannic slave, troubled, but all Jerusalem was troubled also. 
At what? at the birth of achild! whom, we are told, they wished 
for, looked for, longed for, prayed for ; who, they expected, would 
deliver them from the trouble, oppression and misery they then 
suffered, from the cruel bondage they then endured, from the poli- 
tical slavery, dependence, and ignominy of being subject to stran- 
gers, from being tributary to the heathens; who was expected to 
be the restorer of the kingdom of David, who is emphatically call- 
ed, the Lord whom ye seek ; whowas to raise them to a pinnacle of 
glory exceeding any thing, ever conceived by the heart of 
man; who was to conquer all their enemies, and subdue all the 
world; and finally, establish the kingdom of peace in all the earth, 
of which they were to be the rulers; and at the news of the birth 
of this child, who was to bring allthis about, they were troubled! 
and troubled with Herod! lest all this should happen! Now is not 
this vastly strange, and unaccountable? Just as unaccountable, as ~ 
to suppose, a besieged garrison, starving with hunger, would be 
troubled with, or on hearing the news, that relief was at hand. 
What next ? | 

These wise men came to Jerusalem inquiring for the child, ask- 
ing, “ Where is he that is born king of the Jews?” as if saying, 
he that is now king, is not so born ; we do not ingnire for Aim, but 
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we want to, know where he is that is born king of the Jews, a king 
by: birth, by descent, king by birthright, legitimate; the present 
king is not legetimate. 

If they had been wise, they might have known Herod had murder- 
ed all thefamily of the former dynasty; and that, consequently, he 
was the most improper person to inquire of concerning the legiti- 
mate king ; they ought to have been, bythe writer of the book ,sent 
privately to the enemies of Herod, to make the inquiry as to the 
birth-place of the Messiah ; but, he sends them into Jerusalem, ap- 
parently running about like fools, inquiring for the child; and as.a~ 
matter of course, gets them brought before Herod. I have no 
great objection to the story; it is good enough, ay, and yatural 
enough ; but he misnames them, wise men, he ought merely to 
have called them astronomers—astronomers from the East, for 
wise they were not; they were, indeed, according to the run of 
the story, as astronomers usually are, and that is natural enough. 

In consequence of all this, Herod collects (‘ gathered togeth- 
er”) “‘ all the chief priests and scribes of the people,” and inquires 
of them, where the Messiah should be bern. In what place must 
the messiah be born ? this is Herod’s question; what place must be 
honoured as the birth place of the Mcssiah? and these chief priests 
and scribes of the people, either not at all mistrusting the good in- 
tentions of the blood-thirsty Herod, or, as before said; being 
troubled with Herod,” that is, partaking of his trouble, and con- 
sequently wishing to rid themselves of this Messiah, give him the 
necessary information. ‘And they .said unto him, in Bethlehem: 
of Judea.” Now this is very strange language to be used in Jeru- 
salem ; because Jerusalem is, or was, situated in Judea ; and sup- 
posing there was, another Bethlehem, in Gallilee, still being in Jeru- 
salem, that is in Judea, it would have been sufficient to have said 
in Bethlehem. Bear in mind that the distance from Jerusalem to’ 
Bethlehem, is only about 6 or 7 miles, and the distinction of the 
tribes, as to Geography, was at this time done away. ll was 
either Judea, or Gallilee ; and that when Herod sent the wise men, 
verse 8th, ‘“‘He sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go, and search di- 
ligently for the young child; and when ye have found Aim, bring 
me word again, that | may come and worship him also.” — 
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Again, in verse 16, is Bethlehem spoken of without any par- 
ticular specification. 

“Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise 
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children 
that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, fromtwo years 
old and under, according to the time which he had diligently in- 
quired of the wise men.” 

«The question, therefore, lays with force, why here, are these chief 
priests and scribes of the people, made to be so very unnecessarily 
particular; as to describe the exact situation of the town of Bethle- 
hem? =}. 

But the writer of the Book of St. Matthew, had a purpose to 
answer'by making the priests and scribes say, in Bethlehem of 
Judea, and the purpose was this: he wanted again to pervert, and 
he makes use of these priests and scribes to introduce the perver- 
sion: for in making them give Herod the proof, the reason for 
the opinion, for the information they give him, he makes them 
say, ‘Fer thus it is written by the Prophet, And thou Bethlehem, 
“in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: 
“‘ for-out of thee shall come a governor, that. shall rule my people 
‘“‘Israel.”... Consequently he must be born in Bethlehem. 

Now-what can I say to this? shall I tell these chief priests, these 
scribes of the people, this Saint Matthew, it isa ? itis too 
rude ; shall I then call it, as I have done heretofore ? Tam 
even sick of that ; still 1 must not mince the matter, as it will be 
well understood, let me call it an accommodation. ‘Then, Gentle- 
men, priests, scribes, and saints, you accommodate, for it is not 
so written by the prophet. ‘abez nvn> yyy Antex onb-n-> mney 

: Original. : Sen syndy xy > yop nt 

But thou Bethlebem EPHRA- =Batthou Beth-lehem EPHRA- 
TAH, though thow be littl TAH, “WILT -HAVE. BE- 
among the thousandsiof Judah, COME ‘small among the thou- 
yet out of thee shallhecomeforth  sands’of Judah. From thee’shall 
untome thatis to be ruler inisra- he come forth unto. ME> to be 
el, Bible translation. the ruler in Israel, &c. 

briises? Literal translation. © 

As before,* we have the Original, the literal translation of the 

Original, and the Bible translation; and, let me ask these priests, 








* In No, 2, 
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scribes, and saints, where they, or either of them, find the words, 
in theiland of Judah? the words which they so translate is mnK 
Ephrata ; and which the Bible translators have rendered Ephra- 
tah, afamily name of which king David was descended. How then, 
most worthy sirs, have you taken the liberty to put in the stead 
thereof,in the land of Juda; and whichin that case, ought'to 
have been thus written nm yx2 Byarats Yihuda? so that here— 
gentlemen, excuse me for the liberty I take—you, some one of you, 
or some one else for you, has been guilty of accommodating ; 
which you know, gentlemen, is the term as above agreed on be- 
tween us, and I dare not, must not, and’ cannot’ use’ any ‘harsher 
‘term. Again the words nyn> vyy sanger lehiyuth; which the Bible 
translators have rendered “Though thou be little,” affirmative, and 
although I differ with them, because the original does, in the tense 
I put it, future, “wilt have become small ;” ‘still whence or how 
do you make it a negative? where is the negation? ‘The translators 
of the bible could not find’ it, and they had the Latin version, 
the Greek septuagint, as itis called, and evéry'other’ translation 
and version, that had been before them, to assist them. “‘They'cer- 
tainly wished to bring it as near as possible to your accomméda- 
tion ; still they have been obliged to put it affirmative: “Though 
thou be little.” The literal translation also'is affirmative, ‘but‘fa- 
ture, ‘‘ wilt have become. small;” but ye, ‘priests, scribes of the 
people, or saints, or you, sir, whoever you be, that wrote the book 
of Saint Matthew, how came:you by “art'not'the least,” a nega- 
tive? is it not apparent therefore you are a violent accommodater ? 
Again, ‘pox myalfy among the thousands, you aecommodatingly 
translate among the princes ; but the only difference is, the letters 
vauv, between the 5 lamud, and 5 py, thus, pin myalufy, but as ft 
is ‘aoxn, myalfy; the bible translators have here rightly transla- 
ted it among the thousands; had it been ~aihx> ‘myalfy, you we 
have been correct; but it is ‘a5x»you are again wrong. =" 

If the writer of ithis tract had been, as ‘is pretended; oe ew 
fisherman, whose vernacular language was Hebrew, how could he 
possibly have made so many mistakes in his own mother tongue. 
A Greek might do this, but not a Jew. 

The trath shines through this slimy veil. He is resolved to make 
the town of Bethlehem the birth-place of the Messiah at all events, 
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whatever may be the consequence, and therefore he throws away 
nnwx Ephrata, and puts in the room thereof, “In the land of Juda,” 
and renders ‘5% .4/fy, ‘ Princes,” against all rule, sound, and 
reason, for the purpose of confounding the real meaning of the 
prophet. But, if regard is paid to the context of the whole 
prophecy, and it is explained according thereto, it will appear that 
this: ‘Thou Bethlehem, &c.” is a part of a prophecy, and which 
prophecy is not yet entirely fulfilled. The prophecy, or sermon, 
for it is both, begins with the second chapter, the first verse, and 
ends with the last verse of the fifth chapter. I say it isa sermon of 
exhortation, as well as a prophecy, foretelling future events ina 
compendious manner, from his day to the restoration of Israel; and 
the coming of the Messiah consequently is but in part fulfilled, even 
to this very day. And, as the limits: to which I am prescribed in 
this examination, will not allow the taking a full elucidation of the 
whole, I must content myself with considering that partin immediate 
connexion with the present subject of inquiry; at the same time 
preserving the context, and, if necessary, revert to what has been 
before said. I begin with the 10th verse of the 4th chapter of 

‘¢ Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, 
like a woman in travail; for now shalt thou go forth out of the 
city, ‘and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to 
Babylon. There shalt thou be delivered; there the Lerd shall 
redeem thee from the hand of thy enemies.” 

The prophet addresses the Jewish nation, whom he calls the 
‘“‘ Daughter of Zion.” He tells her to be in pain, and labour to 
bring forth ; for now thou shali go out of the city. Now ye are 
to go forth into captivity, out of the city into the field, even unto 
Babylon; so that the prophet here prophecies of the Babylonish 
captivity, and for this reason he encourages them not to give up allt 
hope, but to be in pain, and labour to bring forth ; as a woman in 
her labour is encouraged by the matrons, who bid her help her pains, 
that is, try to increase and lengthen the pain, in order to bring 
forward the birth, the delivery ; so here the prophet, likening the 
Jewish nation to a woman in child-birth, encourages her to be in 
pain, and labour to bring forth. “There shalt thou be delivered :”’ 
and the meaning of being delivered is, “There the Lord shall re- 
deem thee from the hand of thine enemies.” This I presume is 
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plain, and that the Jéwish nation was redeemed from the hand 
of their enemies on their retern to Jerusalem with Ezra, Nehemiati, 
Zerubatiel, &¢.; here the’ prophet then prophecied the return’ of 
the Jewish tiation out of the captivity of Babylon. “Futirity 
appear's a8 present to the mind of the prophet, and he continues — 

“ Now also many nations are gathered against thee.”— Many 
natiéns.”—-The Romans. Many nations indeed were with the 
Romatis at the seige of Jerusalem! “Against thee.” Against 
the Daughter of Zion—the Jewish nation—the real Daughter of 
Zion! “That say, Let hier be defiled, and let our eye look upow 
Zion.” The prophet, in a short compendious method, tells us what 
nations he has particularly in view ; that say, Let her be defiled, let 
our eye look on Zion; let the Jewish nation be defiled, the Jéws are 
rejected, and we Gentiles are chosen: she, the real daughter ‘of 
Zion, is defiled, and we, the Gentiles, are the Church; we willlook 
-on Zion. “ Bat they know not the thoughts of the Lord,’ neither 
understand they his counsel.” The ...... ians of the presént day 
say, the Jews are rejected, and they, the Gentiles, themselves 
chosen: the real daughter of Zion, the “Jews, are defiled, 
but they are cleansed; and that they, the Gentiles, know 
the thoughts of the Lord, which their New Testament has taughit 
them. They understand his counsel, the eternal counsel of his holy 
will——This they pretend to understand, but the prophét Micali 
assures us “they know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither 
understand they his council.” “ For he shall gather them as sheaves 
into the floor ;” that is, he shall gather the Gentiles, who say, the 
Daughter of Zion is defiled; who say, they will look apon Zion: 
These ations will be gathered as sheaves into the floor. And'for 
what purpose will they be gathered? “ Arise and thresh, O daughter 
of Zion, for I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thine hoofs 
brass, and thoushalt beat in pieces many people, and I will consecrate 
their gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto the God of the 
whole earth.” Let them send missionaries; never mind their con- 
verting the heathen nations, as they call them ; Jet the Bible and Tract 
Societies continue their labours ; let them gain substance, (prose- 
lytes,) till the time that they will be gathered for the threshing ; 
then I will consecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their substance 
unto the Lord of the whole earth. Not only their gain will be 
consecrated unto the Lord, the proselytes which they make by 
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their labour, by the means of their substance, but even their sub- 
stance also, the real grain, the principal wheat, also will be conse- 
erated to the Lord of the whole earth ; so that here the prophet has 
brought us down beyond our own time, beyond the time we now 
live in, even to the time of the threshing, of which several of the 
other prophets have also spoken. 

The prophet continues to deliver us his view of futurity, even 
stretched beyond our time, and as such we, not having any history 
to guide us, can only find the meaning by the understanding of 
vision, by the knowledge of the Holy: “ for in the knowledge of the 
Holy Ones is understanding.” He thus continues. 

‘Gather thyself together in troops, O daughter of the troop !* 
he hath laid seige against us. They shall smite the judge of Israel 
with a rod upon the cheek.” 

The prophet, or the spirit of prophecy, has hitherto addressed 
himself to the daughter of Zion. He now addresses himself to the 
daughter of thetroop. The daughter of Zion is the Jewish nation 
er church (if they will so have it.) The daughter of the troop is 
the Gentile nations ; the Gentile or ...... ian church. 

The spirit of prophecy speaks in the present tense, “ He hath 
laid siege,” although the future was certainly intended, to show the 
certainty of the prediction. The siege here spoken of, is the siege 
of Jerusalem, under the direction of Gog, the leader of Rosh, 
Mashech, and Tubal, which is to take place previous to the coming 
ofthe Messiah, the son of David; at which time, and during which 
siege, ‘‘ they shall smite the judge of Israel (not the Messiah) with 
a rod upon the cheek.” ‘This siege will be first, or the first part 
of it calamitous, for we are informed in another place, one half of 
the city will go into captivity, but the rest of the people will not be 
cut off from the city. The houses will be rifled, and the women 
ravished, and at this time will the judge of Israel be smit with a 
vod on the cheek. But after this, several of the prophets tell us, 
when Jerusalem is again taken as before said, and the army of the 
Jews will flee to the valley of the mountains, then the Lord will 
come, and all his saints or hcly ones with him; then will the hea- 


* The original Hebrew is 111) 13 Bath Gydud, Daughter of the Troop, alluding 
to their worshipping God asa troop; a plurality in unity. Note.—The plural form 
of the noun is gy) Gydudem, Troops. 
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thens be judged ; then will this mighty army of Gog be destroyed 
with an utter destruction ; then will the Lord set his hand the se- 
cond time to recover the remnant of his people ; and then will the 
Messiah come, of whom the prophet now speaks. ‘ But thon 
Bethlehem Ephratha, wilt have become small among the thou- 
sands of Juda; from thee shall he come forth unto me, the raler in 
Israel, whose ancestry were from of old, from ancient days.— 

Thus—The ancient family of Ephrata will have become 
small among the families of Israel, of the Jews, consonant to the 
prophecy of Ezekiel, chap. 2i—26. ‘ Exalt thou that is low; 
abase the high. Perverted, perverted, perverted will I make it; 
and it shall not be, until Hz comes, whose right it is, and I will 
give it him.” And it is this family who, according to Ezekiel’s 
prophecy, were to be abased, in Israel, in Juda ; whose reign was to 
be perverted till the Messiah should come; it is this family of 
whom the prophet Micah speaks: ‘‘ And thou Bethlehem Ephrata,” 
(and not the town.) From this family was he and is he to come 
“whose right it is.” This family was not to be re-exalted until he come 
whose right it is; this family of Ephratha, who, in the time of 
Ezekiel and Micah, were exalted in Israel, were to be abased ; 
their diadem was to be perverted; it was to become small among 
the thousands, among the families of Juda, as the very next verse in 
Micah has it: ‘Therefore will I give them up until the time that 
she which travaileth has brought forth: then the remnant of his 
brethren shall return to the children of Israel.” “Give them up.” 
Of the town of Bethlehem it cannot be said give them up; the 
plaral, them, willnot apply ; but of the family, the plural will apply 
as well as the singular. According to Ezekiel, the family was not 
to be known particularly, but were to be abased, and the diadem 
or crown given up, perverted : and according to Micah, the family 
was to become small among the families of Juda. According to 
Ezekiel, this was to last till he come whose right it is; and accor- 
ding to Micah, until the time that she which travaileth has brought 
forth her children; so that he will not come until that time, that is, 
till the daughter of Zion, the Jewish nation, which travaileth to 
this day, has brought forth her children, which will not be till after 
the war of Gog ; then is the time for nim to come, and not before ; 
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we need not look for him before ; our business now is to travail, to 
be in pain, and labour to bring forth, and be will deliver us.” 

I shall hereafter have occasion to revert to this prophecy, but 
for the present sufficient is said to show that the town of Bethlehem 
was not intended by the prophet, because particularly ‘ them,” will 
not apply to the town, neither will ‘“ Then the remnant of his 
brethren shall return to the children of Israel.” The remnant of 
the town of Bethlehem’s brethren.—What kind of sense can be 
made of this? A town cannot be said to have brethren. It will 
only, and can only apply to the family of Ephratha, out of which 
the Messiah will come; and whether he is born in the town of 
Bethlehem or not, is of no matter of consequence, so that he is 
born of the family. The lineage, neither, (as I take it,) does the 
prophet Micah here intend to inform us that he shall be there born, 
but only that he shall descend from that family, that is, from the 
family of Bethlehem Ephratha. 

Here again, gentlemen of the American Society, for meliorating 
the condition of the Jews, you may plainly perceive that this pro- 
phecy, which has, by ...... lans, evangelists, commentators, and di- 
vines, been thought and produced to strengthen their hypothesis, 
will, and is turned, and when correctly understood, makes. against 
your religion, sufficiently to overturn its whole foundation. Will 
you then, still preserve silence? I consider youall as convinced of 
error ; will you not then, leave the wickedness of your ways, and 
turn to Ged for a lengthening of your tranquillity ? has then the Un- 
clean Spirit, gotten so sure, so strong a hold of you, that although 
you have no answer to give, no defence to make, though you stand 
before the world, with fallen countenances, as criminals, in utter 
despair—are you still so blindly infatuated by the spirit of deep 
sleep, as to refuse to listen to reason and scripture? For shame, 
gentlemen shake off the poisonous, deadening lethargy from. you; 
draw, tear the scales from off your eyes, and act, yourselves, as you 
would advise others to have acted, in your present situation. In 
sober seriousness, your duty is now, to acknowledge your errors, 
and make known your convictions, to the world before whom you 
stand already, at least, silenced, if not convicted. You canno 
longer honestly preach ......ianity ; you cannot pretend to be sol- 
diers of Jesus unless you acknowledge yourselves disgraced 
cowards ; whe, after having given a general challenge to Jews, te 
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examine, and be converted ; after having forced them into the are- 
na, and obliged them to face you, on the first attack of the most 
puny champion among them, you are all utterly discomfited, con- 
founded and defeated ! Gentlemen, I can only consider you as con- 
quered opponents, as fallen enemies; and although, am willing to 
return you your sword, and allow youto try its metal on my ar- 
mour ; I cannot allow you to use it in any other part of the field, 
only on me, till you have fairly conquered me; not even ona 
stronger, more potent, or more noble adversary. 

Of right, I challenge your arms, I consider them mine by 
right of conquest, and against me only can you in honour 
use them, if you have sufficient hardihood left in your com- 
positions. Turn, then, gentlemen ; let us sift this matter fairly, and 
then after discovering the truth, join in love, and defend it side by 
side, on whichever side truth and righteousness shall be. At 
all events, let us together strive to be as it is written : 

SP pwW wd war pravEm 


“ And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament.” 
Dan. xii. 3. 
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DEA’S LETTERS 
(Continued from page 165 ) 


I rHinx it necessary, before we proceed, to clear up the objec- 


tions generally made against such prophecies, as declare and fore- 


tell the deliverance of the Jews, from their present dispersion ; and 
the glorious restoration of God’s favour, and the different methods 
which are taken in the explanation and application of those pro- 
phecies, and first— , 

Some pretend that the promises were made good ; and that the 
prephecies received their accomplishment, at the return from the 
Babylonish captivity ; and that consequently, the hopes of a future 
deliverence are vain, and without foundation. In order to clear 
up this point, let the prophecies be compared with what, Ezra and 
Nehemiah relate, befel the nation at their return from Babylon, 
and see if all those glorious promises did then receive their accom- 
plishments? To those passages which I transcribed in my last, I 
shall here add one whole chapter of Isaiah, that according to his 
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description of those glorious times, the comparison may be made. 
“ Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and. the glory of the Lord is 
*- risen upon thee. For behold the darkness shall cover the earth, 
“and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon 
“thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee, andthe Gentiles shall 
“fcome to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising ; lift 
‘up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves 
‘together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy 
‘daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and 
“flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; be- 
‘cause the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the 
“forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. The multitude of 
‘camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah ; 
‘tall they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and in- 
*‘cense ; and they shall show forth the praises of the Lorp. All 
** the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee: the rams 
* of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee : they shall come up with ac- 
** ceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my glory. 
“Who are these that fly as acloud, and as the doves to their windows ? 
** Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshih first, to 
“ bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with them, unto 
“the name of the Lorp thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, be- 
* cause he hath glorified thee. And the sons of strangers shall build 
“up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: for in my 
“wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee. 
‘“‘ Therefore thy gates shall be open continually ; they shall not be 
** shut day nor night ; that men may bring unto thee the forces of the 
‘Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought. For the nation and 
‘“‘ kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations 
*€ shall be utterly wasted. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, 
“‘ the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box together, to beautify the. 
“ place of my sanctuary; andI will make the place of my feet 
‘glorious. The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come 
“bending unto thee: and all they that despised thee shall bow 
“‘ themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee 
“ The city of the Lorp, The Zion of the Holy one of Israel. 
‘* Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went 
“through thee, I wil! make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of ma- 
‘ny generations. Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, 
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‘‘ and shalt sack the breast of kings: and thou shalt know that I 
“the Lorp am'thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of 
“Jacob. ‘For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring 
‘‘silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron: I will also make 
“thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. Violence 
“shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction with- 
‘in thy borders ; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy 
‘gates Praise. The sun shal] be no more thy light by day: 
“neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: 
‘but the Lorp shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy 
“‘ God thy glory... Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall 
“thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lorp shall be thine ever- 
“lasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 
“Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the 
“land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, 
“that I may be glorified. A little one shall become a thousand, 
‘‘and a small one a strong nation: I the Lorn will hasten it in his 
“time.” * 

This is the glorious state of the Jews, according to the prophet’s 
description. It will be tiresome to make extracts from Ezra and 
Nehemiah, to prove that nothing like this appeared to the nation at 
their return from Babylon. I shall, therefore, refer you to the 
accounts which’ these writers give of this miserable return, and 
the many hardships and interruptions the buildings meet with, 
together with the weakness and wickedness of those few who did 
return, and shall content myself with giving you a few passages 
from the history now in the greatest vogue. 

“Tt will be convenient (says the historian) to premise some few 
things concerning the state of the Jews, during this new epoch ; 
for, from this time, they are no more to be looked upon as that 
free, rich, and glorious people which they had been, either under 
the former theocracy, as Josephus justly terms it, or under their 
opulent and warlike monarchs ; and the direction of their prophets, 
their condition, government, manners, their very name is now 
entirely changed; and though some of them we find te have 
attained to very considerable posts, or growing exceeding rich in 
the land of their captivity, yet these are but few in comparison of 


* Jsiah ch. 60. 
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those who groaned under the heavy hand of their oppressors ; 
neither were they the former, but the latter, that is, the poorer sort; 
that came back into Judea; and even of these, the whole number 
of all that came, either with Zerobabel, Ezra, or Nehemiah, scarcely 
amounted :o 70,000, among whom a multitude of strangers were 
likewise intermixed, either by marriages, or otherwise ; most of 
them so indigent, that they were forced to be supported in their 
jourvey, by the charitable contributions of those that staid behind. 
They were indeed to be governed by their own laws, but as they 
still continued in subjection to other nations, to the Persians, 
Greeks, and Romans, that privilege, as well as the exercise of their 
religion, very much depended on the arbitrary will of their conquer- 
ors. Ewen whilst they were under the Persians, the lives and 
estates of the whole nation were on the brink of being sacrificed to 
the ambition of a favourite.”* Now, from this descripticn, it 
plainly appears that none of the prophecies did receive their ac- 
complishment at the said return, nor at any time after ; so that the 
promises therein made are still unfulfilled. 

] think proper, now we are on this subject, to observe the exact 
description which Moses makes of the present dispersion of the 
Jews, which, according to the circumstances he foretells, cannot be 
applied to any other. ‘ And the Lord shall seatter thee among all 
people, from one end of the earth even unto the other: and there 
thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thee nor thy fathers have 
known, even wood and stone ; and among these nations shalt thou 
find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy feet have rest: but the 
Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, 
and sorrow of mind, and thy life shall hang in doubt before thee, 
and thou shalt fear day and night, and shall have none assurance 
of thy life.” + 

It is impossible that any historian could describe the 
state of the Jews in their present dispersion more exact ; for what 
more could he say concerning their miserable state, than that they 
are scattered from one end of the earth to the other : that they are 
obliged to worship strange gods, unknown to their ancestors, made 
of.wood and stone ; that they neither have ease nor rest; continual 
fear and trembling, both day and night, with never-ceasing sorrow 


* Universal History—-vol. 6. chap. 10. +t Deut. xxviii. 64. 
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and doubts: persecuted, imprisoned, and delivered to the flames 

This has been the miserable state of the Jews in many places, and 
is. still their case in Spain and Portugal. There is not in this pro- 
phecy the least resemblance of what the Jews suffered in any other 
captivity. In the time of the Judges, they were often overome, and 
made tributary, but never dispersed. At the first destruction of 
Jerusalem, they were made captives, and carried to Babylon, but 
so far were they there from worshipping other gods, that it entirely 
cured them from idolatry ; so that from that epoch, the Jews are 
never accused of that heinous crime; and their being obliged to 
worship gods unknown to them and their ancestors, plainly points 
out a new system of idolatry, invented and introduced long after 
that time ; and as all the circumstances do wonderfully agree to 
their present dispersion and oppressions, so their return (described 
in the following passage) “That then the Lord thy God will turn 
thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee ; and will return and 
gather thee from among all the nations whither the Lord thy God 
hath scattered thee. If any of them be driven out unto the utmost 
part of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather them, 
and from thence will he fetch them; and the Lord thy God will 
bring thee unto the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou 
shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above 
thy fathers,”* can only be from their present captivity, as the cir- 
cumstances which were promised them were never accomplished or 
made good in any of their former deliverances. 

Now if the promises made to the Jews by all the prophets, have 
not been ful4lled atthe return from Babylon, or at any other time, 
either before or since, it follows that their hopes of a Messiah, or a 
person whom God is to appoint, to make good his promise to the 
nation, in their deliverance and restoration, is just and well 
grounded ; and it must be vain and presumptuous to pretend that 
the prophecies have been fulfilled, whilst they find themselves in a 
situation so very opposite to that which the prophets foretell and 
describe ; a contradiction so glaring, that wonder any one should 
pretend to affirm it. 

The difficulties which arise, from the prophecies concerning the 
delivery and return of the Jews not being completed, are obviated 


* Deut. xxx. 3—S5. 
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by pretending that none of those prophesies ought to be taken in 
their plain, literal sense and obvious meaning; in other words, 
they will not allow the prophecies to have any meaning at all, in order 
to impose, on all such prophecies, and likewise, on many historical 
passages of scripture, what they call a spiritual, or figurative and 
typical sense, and meaning of their own, such as best suits with 
their purposes: by these means, accommodating prophecies, and 
history, to events, to which neither the one or other, has the least 
connexion ; contrary to the express sense of the prephets, and pas- 
sages, and therefore, cannot expect any credit should be given 
them: of this, the most learned are sensible, and confess, that they 
“can give no tolerable reason, why, the prophecies, concerning his 
(Jesus’s) humiliation and sufferings, should de understood in a liter- 
al, and ‘those of his exaltation, and glorious reign, ina_ spiritual 
sense* ” the case then stands thus, the Jews must be convinced from 
the prophecies, that Jesus was the glorious person therein promised 
for their messiah; not, according to the sense and meaning of the 
words of the prophets, for they are intirely repugnant to such pre- 
tensions ; but according to the sense and meaning which ...... ians 
shall be pleased arbitrarily to impose on all the prophets, (without 
assigning any tolerable reasons as is confessed by them,) though 
that sense be, the most contradictory to the prophet’s description; 
for otherwise, they can prove nothing. It is avery just and judicious 
observation, ‘‘ that the Jews, possessed of the oracles of God, and 
firmly persuaded of the truth of them, the very first thing therefore, 
that they had to do, upon the appearance of the Messiah, was to ex- 
amine his title, by the character given of bim in the prophets ; they 
could not, consistently with the belief in God, and faith in the an- 
cient prophecies, attend to other arguments, till fully satisfied and 
convinced in this. Al] the prophecies of the Old Testament, rela- 
ting to the office and character of the Messiah, were immovable 
bar's to all pretentions, til} fulfilled and accomplished in the person.” + 
This is so fair a state of the case, that none of the parties can reason- 
ably have any objection against it: and there only wants proofs, 
that Jesus did fulfill and accomplish the character given of the Me- 
siah in the prophets ; now if this be done, according to the plain 
sense and meaning of the prophecies, the character which they give 
us, is so contradictory and repugnant, to that of Jesus, that his pre- 


* Universal History, vol. 3. page 39. + Sherlock on prophecy 6 discourse page 157. 
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tensions can have no manner of foundation on that description’; 
for the plain sense of the prephecies are and ever will be immov- 
able bars to his claim. 

But if we are to judge of his title from the sense which 
-+++--lans impose on the Prophets, then the character given by the 
prophecies, can be of no manner of signification, and_ therefore, it 
would be in vain, to examine his title, by the character given of 
him in the prophets, since, let the character be ever so ample, and 
plain, yet such a meaning would be imposed on the words of the 
prophets, as might make them answer very different purposes, and 
this is aetually the case, for if we are to have no regard to the 
plain sense and meaning of the Prophets, and take a liberty to de- 
part from their literal and obvious ‘meanings, how can we distin- 
guish the true Messiah from the vain pretender, who may by types 
and allegories, impose such a sense of his own, on the prophecies, 
as may easily be made to answer his pretentions, and by such 
means apply them to himself, and his purposes, construing them 
according to his fancy, and under a pretence of: a refined spiritual 
sense, be able to prove thereby, all the ‘passages of his life, both 
from prophecy and scripture history ; for as no regard is to be had 
tothe prophet’s literal meaning, no bounds can be put to any 
persons imaginations ; for all will be spiritualized. But must 
not the Jews be in the most deplorable condition, if they admitted 
allegory for proof? would they not be liable to the grossest abuse 
and deception? and could they any otherwise oppose such preten- 
ders, but from the plain and literal sense of the prophecies? believe 
that the prophets had but that one plain sense and meaning, and 
to argue accordingly from it; for to suppose that “an author has 
but one meaning at a time, to a proposition (which is to be found 
out by a critical examination of his words) and to cite that proposi- 
tion from him, and argue from it in that one meaning, is to proceed 
by the common rules of grammar and logick, which being human 
rules, are not very difficult to be set forth and explained ; but to 
suppose passages cited, explained, and argued from, in any other 
method, seems very extraordinary,”* and such a method can only 
serve to open a door to fraud and imposition, for when once wé 
depart from the plain and obvious meaning of an author, and put a 


* Grounds end Reasons, page 51, 
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different sense on his words, we then commit such an act of violence 
as nothing can justify ; but it is still worse, when we do the like to 
inspired writings ; for we, in such case, deprive the prophet of his 
meaning which is infallible. and in its place, substitute our own 
weak, fallible sense, and that, for no other reason, but because it 
best serves our purposes ; and it must give one a very bad opinion 
of the caase which depends on such a support, for ‘“ Allegory is a 
figure in discourse which we are then said to use, when we make 
the terms which are peculiar to one thing to signify another,”* 
This being the case, can allegory or types prove any thing, much 
less a’Messiah ; whose character and office is plainly revealed in 
the scripture ? and pray what is there, which may not be proved, 
when terms and words, peculiar to one thing, are made to signify 
another? what confusion must ensue on such a scheme? How inva- 
lid must the proof of the Messiah be, if founded on types and alle- 
gory? for “allegorical explanations may edify indeed (says a learned 
person) but they are good for nothing else; they cannot be regu- 
larly produced as proofs of any thing.”* St. Paul founded .....- 
tianity on allegory, and though he says that he uses great 
“ plainness of speech” + yet is all scripture, by him turned into 
type; this he does even to the historical passages, and that, when 
the literal sense is most clear. To this end, he declares himself and 
others to be “ministers of the New Testament, not of the letter, 
but of the spirit, for (says he) the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth 
life.”{ Itis by this invention, that he pretends to prove every 
thing, for he applies his allegories and types, without the least re- 
semblance, or without the least likeness of the types, to the antitype : 
this is plain and evident from every chapter of the writings which 
go under his name ; thus for example he makes the patriarch’s two 
sons, Isaac and Ishmael, to typify two covenants.{ 
Agam—Abraham’s concubine, is with him, a type of Mount 
Sinai, in Arabia ;\|_ this same Mount Sinai in Arabia, stands with 
him for atype of Jerusalem in bondage with her children; he 
carries this type still farther ; for this same Jerusalem typifies that 
above, which he calls the mother of all ;{1 after the same manner 
he mdKes Malchizedec a type of Jesus, whom he declares to have 


* Calmet’s dictionary, on the word Allegory. +_2 Corinthians, ch. 3, v 12. t ibid 
v. 16. 4 Corinthiens, iii 6. {| Galatians, iv 22. % Galatians. iv. 26 
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been made like the Son of God.* By the same art he turns the 
vail which Moses put over his face where it shone, into a type of 
the Jews not understanding the scriptures, that is, his spiritual 
sense of them.+ In the same way he pretends that God himself 
preached the gospel to Abraham.{ By the same help he declares 
the baptism of the Israelites unto Moses. This he finds typified 
by their passing the Red sea, and their being under the cloud of 
smoke.§ The water which the Israelites drank from the rock 
Moses struck, he calls spiritual drink ; and he not only makes that 
rock to follow the camp, but will have the rock itself to be the 
Messiah.||_ By the same never-failing art he proves that the tribe 
of Levy paid tithe some hundred years before its.existence.1 In 
short, the passover, the tabernacle and every thing in it, the 
Israelites’ wanderings in the wilderness, their entering into the land 
of Canaan, and the whole Jewish economy and history is, by St. 
Paul, turned into types; and he makes every thing subservient to 
his point. But if this method proves any thing, it proves that the 
same passages and figures might prove a thousand things besides, 
for which they may be made to stand, and such proofs would 
be to the full, as conclusive as St. Paul’s. 

This must be the natural consequence of believing that the letter 
killeth, or rather of resolving to kill the letter; because, other- 
wise the letter would kill their purposes: and when once we em- 
brace the opinion of making the terms which are peculiar to one 
thing, stand for another, the same thing may be made to typify 
things the most opposite and contrary to each other. Thus it is 
observed, that “ the serpent was remarkable for an insidious cunning, 
and therefore stands as a proper emblem of a deceiver.”** Another 
asserts that “it cannot be doubted but under the namie of the serpent 
we ought to understand the devil.”++ Yet, notwithstanding the 
serpent stands.for and means the devil, one of the evangelists 
declares, “‘ as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the son of man be lifted up :”{{ by which means the serpent 
serves to typify both Jesus and the devil. Such strange things are 
allegories! A fruitful imagination might still carry the allegory 
* Heb. vii. 3. + 2. Cor. ii. 13.15. { Galat. iii. 8. § 1. Cor. x.1,2. || Ibid. 3. 


T Heb. vii. 9, 10. ** Sherloch on prophecy. p.57. ++ Calmet’s Dict.—on the 
word serpent. tt John. iii. 14. 














216 | THE JEW. 


farther, and show how the serpent caused the people to err by the 
worship which was paid it. 

Now let me seriously ask, can such whims be admitted for proofs? 
or can any one pretend the conversion of the Jews on such 
evidence? May we not as well believe Luther to have been the 
antitype of Aaron, (as one of his followers pretended) because he 
first set tip the candlestick of the reformation? or shall we believe 
Calvin to have been the antitype of the same High Priest ? (as one 
of his followers pretended,) ‘because it was beyond all doubt, 
(says he) that if he had not taken the snuffers into his hand, the 
candlestick must have given so dim a light, that few people would 
have been the better for it?”* Pray, is there not just the same 
foundatibn for the idle dreams of Luther’s and Calvin’s followers 
in making each their master to be Aaron’s antitype, as there is for 
those others made by St. Paui? If we believe the one, why not 
the other? Can such reveries pass because delivered under the 
name of this or that man? The authority of all men must be upon 
a level, if they deliver things alike inconsistent, or equally contrary 
to facts. How easily may scripture be applied to every passage 
of a man’s life, if such liberty be allowed’ but certainly any person 
would be deservedly laughed at, who should pretend to prove the 
actions of his life from thence by turning it into types. It is there- 
fore evident that the prophecies ought to be taken in their plainest 
and most obvious sense, and literal meaning: “ for it is but justice 
to the omnipotent being, to believe that he speaks candidly and 
intelligibly to his creatures ;”> and is highly derogating from the 
goodness of God to think otherwise; and therefore the contrary 
method, when made use of, must be incoherent and inconsistent, 
enthusiastical and erroneous, invented for unwarrantable purposes, 
and made use of to deceive and blind our eyes for lack of better 
proof, excluding the scripture from any meaning atall, and as it may 
be made use of to prove any thing, and to square to every man’s 
opinion, it can of course have no force in argument, and therefore 
cannot be produced in proof of any thing. Of this opinion was 
Bishop Smalibrook, who says, ‘so very fanciful a thing is alle- 
gorical interpretation, that not only different fathers build different 


* Le Clerck. Bibl. tom. 10. p. 313. See likewise Universal History, p. 404. v. 3. 
+ Independent Whig. No. 74. . 
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allegories on the same facts, but the very same fathers, at different 
times, and on different subjects, make different applications of the 
very same literal story;* and in his preface, he says, “ allegories 
prove any thing out of any thing.” 

I cannot better conclude this letter, than with a passage of the 
same bishop,} viz :-—“ all that f would desire of the reader here, is 
to observe the great uncertainty of mystical interpretation in itself, 
as it is a mere creature of fancy.” 








ABRAHAWM’S LETTERS. 
(Coréinued from page 187.) 


You will, perhaps, reverend sir, consider ita bold undertaking on my 
part, to attempt to show that there never was such a person as Jesus of 
Nazareth. 1 gri:nt that itis so; but I am not the first who has maintain- 
ed this position. The celebrated Volney, in the notes to bis ‘‘ Ruins 
of Empires,” has assigned, what appear to me, conclusive reasons for 
rejecting the whole account given in your sacred books, respecting your 
Messiah, as an idle, and cunningly devised fable. 1 am well assured, 
also, that the Emperor Napoleon made no secret of his disbelief in the 
existence of Jesus. One who had it from his own mouth, told me, that 
that Emperor had caused a strict inquiry to be made on the subject, and 
that this resulted in satisfying him there was as little ground for consider- 
ing Jesus of Nazareth a real-personage, as there was for believing in the 
existence of the divinities of the Romans, or other heathen nations.§ 

It is an undoubted fact, that no historian cotemporary with the supposed 
writers of your New Testament, mention your Messiah as a person of 
whose reality there could be no doubt. The Roman historian Tacitus, 
is not only silent on this particular, but from his not noticing the wonder- 
ful events said to have accompanied the birth, life, and death of Jesus, he 
evidently heard nothing of them in his time, or if he did hear of them, he 


* Vin. of the Miracles. c. 5. p. 254. + Ibid. p.8. tIbid. c. 8. p. 359. 


Napoleon Buonaparte, in conversation with M. Despire, author of a work 
entitled “The Origin of All Religious Worships,” in presence of The 
Chancellor Livingston, observed, that he established the catholic religion for the 
French, not because he believed that such a person as Jesus ever existed, but that it 
‘was necessary to adopta religion to suit the prejudices of the people ; “and this,” said 
M. Despire, “ is my opinion alse.” 
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regarded them as utterly unworthy of belief or attention, and the mere 
inventions ofsome disordered brain. It was peculiarly the business of 
this historian, to put on record all the events, however trifling, which 
had occurred in the Roman empire. To enable him to do this satisfac- 
torily, he had access to the public archives, consisting of the reports 
regularly made to the governors of the different provinces, of every 
thing which had occurred under their government. Had sucha person 
as Jesus of Nazareth appeared in Judea, and attracted the notice of the 
public in the way mentioned in your gospels, it was impossible the go- 
vernor of that province could neglect rendering an account of these as- 
tonishing transactions to his imperial master; and if rendered, it cannot 
be doubted, from the well known impartiality of Tacitus, that he would 
have given a faithful detail of what had been reported. Nothing of all 
this occurred. The acknowledged authentic historian of Rome is silent 
on the appearance and wonderful works of a personage in whose identity 
and character, not only the Roman empire, but the whole world, is said 
to have been deeply interested. 

To the conclusive evidence of the non-existence af Jesus of Nazareth, 
arising from the silence of Tacitus, I might add, that of Josephus, and 
Philo. They are, no doubt, historians belonging to our nation, but the 
circumstance of their having been allowed, on all hands, to be impartial 
writers, utterly precludes the idea of their having suppressed any thing 
in their works, which had the appearance of authenticity. Now nota 
word is to be found in the writings of these authors, either respecting the 
appearance of your Messiah,or the mighty things he is said to have done. 
I shall make every allowance you can ask, for what you may call their 
“natural prejudices ;” but I defy you to impugn their testimony, when — 
you find it so completely substantiated by the prince of Roman historians, 
Tacitus. 

I am perfectly aware, that there is now in the hands of your votaries, 
an edition of the works of Josephus, in which our countryman is made to 
say of Jesus of Nazareth what he could never have said, without beco- 
ming one of his followers. ‘The passage, however, to which I allude, 
has long been proved to be a forgery ; one of those ‘ pious frauds,’ which 
has been found necessary in all ages to resort to, in ‘order to give 
credence to your system, and to maintain your usurped authority over 
the minds of yourcredulous and deluded followers. 

It is in vain for you to pretend that the extensive belief in the exist- 
ence of the founder of your religion, is a sufficient proof of his having 
actually appeared on the earth. The Chinese, and other nations of the 
East, can boast of a much greater number of believers in their religious 
dogmas. fone thousand million of people inhabiting this globe. you can 
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only enumerate about 213 millions who profess to have heard of the 
name of your Messiah. If numbers, therefore, are to decide the ques- 
tion, it must follow, that the idols of the Chinese, of the natives of Hin- 
dostan, of the Persians, of the Tartar tribes, to say nothing of the wor- 
shippers of the terrible Oden, and the innumerable divinities of the North- 
ern and African nations, would all have equally well founded claims with 
your Jesus, to be acknowledged the true and oly Deity that ought to 
be adored. 

The truth is, the existence of Jesus of Nazareth, whom you call your 
Messiah, has no other foundation than that given it by your gospels ; their 
authority is, now-a-days, admitted without examination, and a confidence 
reposed in them to which they are not entitled. It shall be my business, 
in subsequent letters, to demonstrate this in the fullest manner ; and if 
I succeed, as | am coofident [ shall, in the estimation of every liberal 
minded man, in making it appear that these gospels are not what they pre- 
tend to be, but palpable forgeries, it will remain for those who are so 
tenacious of the actual existence of Jesus, to produce some better proof 
than they now offer to our nation, that this imaginary personage was re- 
ally and truly the Messiah who was ‘‘ to redeem Israel.’” The assertion 
that the existence of Jesus is as well established as that of Julius Cesar, or 
most of the ancient celebrated characters, eventhough it were true, which 
I deny, can have no effect on this question ; because it is a matter of in- 
difference whether Cesar lived or not. But, in the case under considera- 
tion, we are toldit is ofthe greatest importance to our future welfare that we 
should believe in the mission of your Messiah, and that we shall be doom- 
ed to everlasting misery, if, after having heard his gospel preached, we 
should be so unfortunate as to see cause to reject it. In the ordinary 
affairs of life, we never yield our assent to the rules or regulations which 
may be proposed for our government, without having reasoned on, and 
exainined them thoroughly. Why then should we adopt a system in- 
volving our eternal condition, on evidence less satisfactory ? Why should 
we admit the proofs of the existence of a pretended supernatural being, 
which would be rejected were they to be offered in support of one who 
had no such pretensions, and who, even if his realitywere placed beyond 
all dispute, would still be a being like ourselves? (To be continued.) 


The list of authorities noticed by Abraham, in confirmation of his posi- 
tion, is omitited, as authority can never be allowed as proof; and al- 
though the existence of Jesus may, at this day, not be susceptible of af- 
tirmative proof, not having been noticed by historians, neither can their 
silence be considered as proofs of his non-existence ; being at least only 
negative evidence, or rather the want of evidence, an:! only shows that if 
he did exist, he was not of celebrity sufficient to be noticed by them.— 
This I am of opinion, was the reul state of the case. AP A 
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“A Gentile” Callson meto explain the 10th verse of the 6th chap. 


of Isaiah. The following is from David Levy’s Lingua Sacra. 
Article— nw 


mm oy 25 pwn The heart of this people is become fat. This is 
the real seuse of the word ; and not as in the English translation, 
make fat; for that is contrary to the sense of the whole 
passage. For in verse 9, the prophet, in the language of surprise, 
Observes: An wim iad yinw ow Hearing ye hear, 
but understand not; and seeing ye see, but perceive not. This, 
according to the meaning of the prophet, is thus: ‘You, says he, 
who have the full power of hearing and seeing, shall yet neither per- 
ceive nor understand?’ This is really surprising: but then he 
proceeds to give the reason for this extraordinary circumstance in 
te following verse. ANY JD Yen YY) Jan yA TM oyn|d yown 
The heart of this people is 15 xav aw1 p> yaad yy ows yaa PIy2 
become fat; and in consequence thereof, his ears are become hea- 
vy, and his eyes are become closed. And as they are thus sunk ; 
he observes with surprise, ;> Is there (yet as much as) a perhaps, 
that he may see with his eyes, or hear with his ears, and understand 
with his heart, and return, and be healed. No! says he, in the 
spirit of prophecy, there is not the most distant hope of their return, 
while they are so deeply sunk in their wickedness. And therefore 
the prophet inquires, “248 ‘no ty How long, O Lord? How 
long will this gross stupidity and wickedness continue? To which 
the answer is, ‘ Until the cities be wasted (or desolate) without 
inhabitants, &c. i. e. until they have received the full punishment 
for all their sins. This is the real meaning and purport of the 
passage: andnot as in the English translation, and as christian 
commentators in general have explained it, in order to favour a 
certain scheme ; (of which [ shall treat at large in another work, 
and in my comment on scripture ;) for that would be diametrically 
opposite to the justness and equity of the Supreme Being, as well 
as his express declaration by the hand of another eminent prophet. 
See Ezek. xviii. 23, 30. and 33. 11, &c. Nay, I may say, it was the 
sum of all the prophecies from Moses to Malachi. See Jer, iii. 14. 
22. xviii. 11. xxv. 5, &c. See also Hosea, Joel, Zech. Mal. See 
also Deut. xxx. 8, 10. Andeven of this prophet himself, chap. 
xliv. 22, &c. Hence it is manifest, that the prophet never could be 
instructed by God, to deliver himself in the form of the present 
English translation, viz: ‘ Make the heart of this people fat, &c. 
lest they see with their eves, and hear with their ears, &c. and con- 
vert, and ke healed.” This explanation of the words of the prophet, 
is so contrary to the whole tenour of propbecy, as well as the just- 
ness and equity of God, that I am not a little astonished, when I see 
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persons that believe in divime revelation, put such words into the 
mouth of the prophet. This, alas! plainly shows to what lengths 
inen may be led in support of a favourite hypothesis. And I am 
bold to assert, that from such interpretations of scripture, the Deist 
and Atheist have derived their greatest strength. 


No. 10 of the Jew was put to press before Israel’s Advocate, No. 12, 
(which was only received on Friday last came to hand ;) and as there is 
always a reason for all things, even in delaying the publication of the 
Advocate, we impatiently turned over its pages, searching for an editorial 
article, and like Diogenes of old, searching for an honest man, had like 
to lose our pains ; for we threw it onthe file in indignation, But 
having occasion for the direction of the Rey. Doctor S. H. Cox, 
took off the said Number, and behold our inexpressible surprise at find- 
ing in his stead the announcement of the Rev. Thomas Mc Cauley, D.D. 
L. L. D. secretary &c. On this a sudden gust of light shone around us, 
but did not obscure the sight, as the light is said to have obscured St. 

*Paul’s ;* and on a minute re-inspection, found, apart from the had com- 
pany introduced in this Number to our regard,{ and among the Notices, 
in the smallest print, the Brevier, the following editorial article, or notice, 
which, although short, is still full of pith, and well worth the twenty- 


five dollars. 
** The Rev. S.H. Cox, owing, as he stated to the board, to the pressure 


of other business, has found it necessary to resign the office of secretary 
for domestic correspondence. | 

** His resignation was accepted, and the Rev. Doctor T. Mc Cauley 
appointed in his stead.”’ 

This is the whole verbatim et literatim. It says, “ that the Rev. Dr. 
has found it necessary to resign the office of secretary of the American 
Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews.’’ A reason for the 
resignation is indeed given ; “‘ the pressure of other business,” and an 
insinuation of doubt or suspicion as to this being the principal or only 
reason, ‘“‘as HE stated to the board.” The editor of Israel’s Advocate 
is very careful to inform us, that the Rev. Doctor himself assigns “ pres- 
sure of other business,” as a reason for his resignation. 

Another fact—The Rev. Doctor Cox called at my office within the last 
month, where I was introduced to him as editor of THE JEW. The 


* Acts ix. 8. & xxii. 11, 

+ James Abrahams, the apostate. Mr. Largon, also said to be an apostate. Mrs. 
Simons, the wife of an apostate, and the convert Borrenstein. .4 worthy company ! 

¢ The editor of Israel’s Advocate receives thissum for each number of the paper. 
He is also called agent, and as such his only business appears to be, that properly 
belonging to the publisher, and in fact is an obstruction to the publication, 
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Doctor had never heard of such a work or publication. I thought 
it very strange, as I had invariably sent the numbers to the publisher of 
israel’s Advocate, directed for the American Society for Meliorating the 
Condition of the Jews, as soon as published. I mentioned this to the Dr. 
and informed him, that [ invariably sent another copy to the publisher 
for his perusal, and that the Rev. editor of Israel’s Advocate was consi- 
dered as a subscriber, and received acopy as such. ‘The rev. gentleman 
received the first number, whether he has read the others, or even made 
any inquiry concerning them, I know not. But he has resigned his 
office of secretary to the American Society. He is no longer against 
us; he has left the arena, and is become a looker-on. I tender him; 
therefore, the right hand of fellowship ; he is no longer to be consider- 
ed as an opponent, I hail him as a brother. 

Ag to the unkind suspicions of the editor of Israel’s Advocate, it only 
shows me there are other reasons. The above are all the facts—let 
each make his own comments. 


NOTICES. 

So many complaints reaching us, of the miscarriage of ‘THE JEW 
sent by mail, we propose in future to send as much as possible by other 
conveyance. Those for Philadelphia, will be sent to W. N. Pollack, 
our agent in that city. 

Subscribers calling at the Office, will be supplied with any number o~ 
numbers which may not have been delivered. 


CONVERSIONS. 


Will it be proper, to publish in THE JEW, under this head, accounts 
of conversions. We have on the files—a score or more. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


On The Prophecies.—On your own terms? Yes, certainly, ‘ for my 
use.” 1 could not desire better. 

Corrector.—Thou art right. I stand corrected, and will, by thy 
council, correct my text. Please continue thy favours. 

Abner.—lI fear him not. ‘* This uncircumcised Philistine shall be like 
one of them.” 

C.—Please God, as thyself, | will proceed according to thy wishes. 
As thine, my spirit knows not fear, neither weighs consequences.— 
En avance, is the word. 





Published by L, Emanuel, 265 Broadway. 














